
10. Tlatilco female figurine 

Central Mexico, site of Tlatilco. 1200 – 900 B.C.E. Ceramic 

 

 Video at Khan Academy 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 region of the later and much better-known Aztec empire 

 Their intimate, lively poses and elaborate hairstyles are indicative of the already sophisticated artistic tradition 
o Ceramic figures of any sort were widespread for only a few centuries before the appearance of 

Tlatilco figurines 

 Artistic choices (form): emphasis on the wide hips, the spherical upper thighs, and the pinched waist. Many 

Tlatilco figurines also show no interest in the hands or feet 
o Artists treated hairstyles with great care and detail, however, suggesting that it was hair and its styling 

was important for the people of Tlatilco, as it was for many peoples of this region . . . an elaborate 

hairstyle  
o  two connected heads (on the single body).  

 We have other two-headed female figures from Tlatilco, but they are rare when compared 

with the figures that show a single head. It is very difficult to know exactly why the artist 

depicted a bicephalic (two-headed) figure (as opposed to the normal single head), as we have 

no documents or other aids that would help us define the meaning. It may be that the people 

of Tlatilco were interested in expressing an idea of duality, as many scholars have argued 

 Tlatilco artists rarely depicted males, but when they did the males were often wearing costumes and even 

masks. Masks were very rare on female figures; most female figures stress hairstyle and/or body paint. Thus 

the male figures seem to be valued more for their ritual roles as priests or other religious specialists, while the 

religious role of the females is less clear but was very likely present 

 Found in graves (buried with the dead) 

 made exclusively by hand 

 one of many - most figures are less than 15 cm high 

 the skills necessary to function as an artist in the tradition were passed down and mastered over generations 

(part-time – worked on the farm in the village that is now covered by modern Mexico City) 



 


